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and whose experience had taught him foresight
and careful judgment. It was unfair to Fleury to
call him a temporiser, to say that he took too little
notice of foreign insolence, and that he "was thick-
skinned and lacked the warlike virtues which make
for the maintenance of national prestige.

The anti-Austrian party wanted that nation
completely crushed, they preached "war to the
death," criticized the solutions adopted by Fleury
just as later they were to rise against the Subversion
of Alliances and the diplomacy of Bernis and
Choiseul. A fierce and pitiless opposition existed
at Paris, which did not cease undermining the
work of the king's ministers, blackening them,
and showing the perversity of their every action.

This opposition, favoring Frederick IFs Prussia,
Russia and England, ran riot on the question of
Austria; they set every kind of difficulty in the
way of the government, hindering their best
intentions, spreading false rumours and openly
betraying France's interests to the advantage of
foreign princes. The opposition's most partisan
writers 'were very welcome in every drawing room
and intellectual circle; philosophers, novelists,
poets, abbes, all raised the flag of revolution
and found fault with authority under the mask
of a loyalty that deceived no-one. Under them
seethed a mass of pamphlet-writers, spies and
scoundrels.

All Louis XV s ministers were assailed by the
power of public opinion; some were unable to
resist it; they left the party, discouraged and